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LBJ Gallantry 
To Jackie Cited 


I t ^ ASHIN( 3TON, Dec. 20 — Persons close to President 
Johnson said today it would be an unfortunate distor- 
l™ 0 ™ lf Johnson were Portrayed in the hotly con- 
. tested William Manchester book as having acted boor- 
ishly toward the Kennedy family in November, 1963 


One source, who was on the, 
presidential jet that carried 
Johnson and the body of thei 
late President John F. Kennedy 
back to Washington from Dal- 
las on Nov. 22, conceded that 
there was tenseness between thei 
Johnson and Kennedy forces on 

that emotion-laden , flight. 


( But he said Johnson made 
every effort to treat Mrs. Jac-i 
queline Kennedy and the late 
President’s staff with consider- 1 
ation while pursuing his con- 
stitutional responsibility to pre- ] 
serve the continuity of govern- 1 


(lent. The source said everyone 
■ board the plane was in a fog 
|< eeply disturbed by the assassi-i 
j ration and uncertain of its 
'’amifications. 

Jack J. Valenti, former as- 
sistant to Johnson and now' 
president of the Motion Picture 
Association of America, said in i 
: a separate interview he never 
saw any friction or hostility 
aboard Air Force One. 

Although he said he has not 
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read Manchester’s book, “The 
Death of a President” Valenti 
maintained that Johnson was, 
at all times, compassionate 
toward Mrs. Kennedy. 

“The enormity of his re- 
sponsibility was on him,” said' 
Valenti. “His whole demeanor 
was one of sombre calm. He was 
thoughtful, kind and gracious 
to Mrs. Kennedy. All the time, 
he was conscious of her grief.” 

These two aecdunts of John- 
son conduct are further sub- 
stantiated in the current issue 
of Newsweek by White House 
correspondent Charles Roberts, 
one of two newsmen who made 
the sad flight to Washington on 
the presidential plane. 

LBJ ‘SOLICITOUS’ 
f Roberts, who has covered the 
White House since the begin- 
ning of the Eisenhower ad- 
ministration, is quoted as stat- 
ing that he saw no show of 
nsensitivity on Johnson’s part. 
Newsweek added: “Indeed, to 
Roberts and others, the new 
President’s behavior seemed a 
model of restraint and solicit- 
ousness.” 

Johnson and the , White 



House have attempted to avoid 
iny public involvement in the 
;ourt fight between Manchester 
and the Kennedys. 

But the President is under- 
stood to be concerned lest the 
facts about what happened on 
Air Force One and in the day 
immediately following the as- 
sassination be presented in a 
false light by Manchester. 

There have been reports that 
the Manchester book implies a 
i dispute, between Johnson and 
i Robert Kennedy over the new 
'President’s, decision to address 
{congress and the nation just 


four days after the assassina- 
tion. 

Valenti, who became an as- 
sistant to Johnson on that fate- 
ful day remained in the White 
House until last summer, said 
:he is not aware of any such, 
I disagreement. 

“The President was deter- 
mined and all the advisers 
around him decided that he 
must go before the people of 
the country— and of the world] 
— as soon as possible to re- 
assure them,” said Valenti. 

One source, who was inter- 
viewed by Manchester during 
lis period of research on the 
Book, said the author, a staunch 
admirer of the late President, 
|1 ad identified himself emotion- 
lly as pro-Kennedy and anti- 
| ohnson. 


! >uld prefer to withhold from I 
iblication. 

The consensus among per- 1 
ns who watched the transi- 
in at first hand is that John- 
n has never had a finer hour 
an in that trying period when 
grasped the reins of gov- 
iment, moved forward with 
e Kennedy legislative pro- 
im and demonstrated utmost 
derstanding toward the late 
ssident’s widow. 

3ne source said it would be 
ribly unfortunate if the 
^.ents of those days, steeped asj 
they were in great sorrow, were 
to be distorted in a book. j 


me individual 
! added, Manchester interviewed 
!Mrs. Kennedy early in 1964 
while she remained in a highly 
emotional state, still suffering! 
greatly from the tragedy of ' 
Dallas. , 

l't is understandable, the] 
source said, that the former 
First Lady may have made 
comments in that extremely 
difficult hour which she now 



